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Dear Birthmother,

Our names are Julie and Dave. Thank yery muchfor readingour letter ard considemg us
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asadoptive parentsof your child. You have enormous strength and courage to give your chilg

life ard a future.4 EOT OCE 1 OO E attenlled Sethidadksivheredn@ Bede listd to
adoptive children, parents and Birthmothers tadbout their experiences with adoption.The
range of emotions andecisions youware facingmust be overwhelming.Q &atd to express in
a few words how much respect we have for you.

We are a loving family of three hoping to become folrave
and Imetin 1998at a street festival in Chicagwhile we were
both living and working in the cityWewere togetherfor six
years before getting married but knew early trat each of us
had found our lifepartner. Whatset Dave apartor me was the
fact that underneath tle romance was a genuine friendship.
Both of us have a goofy sense of humor which is a big part of
what attracted us to one anotherThiscomes in landy when
times are tough.We are also opposite in someayswhich
makes life interesting. Asomy asit may soundthe way that
LA my personality is different from Dav@e@mplements him and
vice versa.ln November of 2004 we were married in my hometown of St. Landit was a
beautiful beginning to our married life together

7 A8 O Acloée b oudfamiies. | lost my Dado cancer when | was
elevenand DOAS O $AA B RO S agok is Awhys
hardto lose a parent, but it has made ugsasure our family all the
more. | grew up in St. Louis and ¥\ a younger brother who | adare
My Dadand Uncle ran eaestaurantbusinessvhichwas a central part
of ourlives growing up As kids, myprother and hungout at the
restaurantcreating mischief but also watching our Dad work his he:
out at something he lovedWe grew up lovingpeedand igure
skating, tennis, camping and fishindMly Dadsang opera and taught
my brother andme to appreciate musicA dreamof mine is to take
voice lessons somedayor now, | just enjoy making a foolfanyself
singing in the shower and car

My Mom ismy best friend. Suddenly becoming a single parenttefo young kidswvas rough,
but she fought through hergef and kepta positive attitude for usShe always tolane that
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my brother and Igave her the will to go an) &vérygratefulto her
for stayingstrong for us kids, and | beliear experience togdter
has helpednake me a betteparentmyself. My Mom habeen
happily remarried for eleveypears, and my stejlad is like a father
to me. After college | moved to Chicagehere Iworked in the
natural foods industry for many year¢ make the occasionaiunto
- A $1 TaidiTdcd B2lbecaused | | AOET AO EOB8 O
done. But | dolove natural and organic foods anek eat them at home as much as we can

Along with histhree sisters (2 oler and 1 youngeyDavewasraised in &Chicagosuburh He
graduated from the University of Puget Sound (a small university in Tacoma, Washjraytdn
worksin the aviation industry$ A OA 8 O golirinetdgo® andluckily forme, Dave
inherited his Mond O OA 1T AT OWh&i v gdt indrrieds Sheput together a cookbook
filled with dozens of home recipes passealh through generations oboth sides of our
family. AEAO AT T Eh 1T Al AA O&T 1T A erBo®who ht@niiédour x A O
wedding. DAOA S O OE O bddokitnokiwith@@wng<dh B $AAG Ot. DAOO
meant so much to us

In 2005we bought a homen anorthern

suburb of Chicagand rehabbed it room

by room Weput on an addition and

finished off the basementpo. We laugh

now when we think back to how we lived:.

in the house during the construoin. B

There were momentsw&ET OCEO |

crazyz living in our dusty bedroom and

chasing out our little squirrel and

chipmunk roommateghat snuckin

through holes.It might have beeneasier

just to buy a newer houge Ait we had

fun gving this comfy old homa newlife.

Our community is family oriented with a strorsghool systen. We live close tbake Michigan
and spend lots of time at the beaciiwo of DA OA 8 O O Eed @ukilizéive Avikhiih a foviE
miles, as do some ofuncl OA OO AO Ebkdn Aickgto haveé efisGne wonderfuhew
friends sincemoving heretoo.

v

As we began to try and start a family, we found that successfully becoming pregnant woulc
a challege. We were ready to accept the fact that | might not be able to have a child, and
start making plans to adopt. But we were blessed with a miracle in January of 2007 when
daughter Naomi was born. She changed our life in such a positive way thateweike

wanted to have another childOurfamily was meant to grow through adoption. When we
began the process, | resigned my job so that | could focus on being-atstlpme Mom.
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